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Karnataka

South Indian states must stand united 
for growth: D.K. Shivakumar

Bengaluru, August 18: 
Karnataka Chief Minister D.K. 
Shivakumar on Tuesday called 
for unity among South Indian 
states to accelerate economic 
growth and urged the ruling 
party and Opposition to work 
together to address the State’s 
challenges.

Speaking in the Legislative 
Assembly, Shivakumar said 
Karnataka’s vast talent pool, 
particularly in Bengaluru, 
could play a major role in trans-
forming India into an economic 
powerhouse. He said the State 
should work with the Centre 
while protecting its interests 
and promoting its strengths.

On the Bidadi Township 
issue, Shivakumar welcomed 
the Opposition’s proposal for a 
discussion and said he had no 
objection to continuing the 
vision behind the project. He 
said former Chief Minister H.D. 
Kumaraswamy’s idea of devel-
oping Bidadi as a township was 
not wrong and maintained that 
any shortcomings in Bidadi and 
the NICE project should be 
identified and corrected.

“Let us work together as 
Team Karnataka,” he appealed, 
saying political differences 
should not come in the way of 
long-term development.

Shivakumar highlighted 

Bengaluru’s rapid growth, not-
ing that the city now has a popu-
lation of around 15 million and 
millions of vehicles. He said the 
government must address the 
city’s growing requirements for 
water, transport, housing and 
infrastructure.

He said the government was 
working to improve Bengaluru’s 
water security by developing 
and rejuvenating lakes, includ-
ing Hesaraghatta, Hoskote and 
Tippagondanahalli, to strength-
en groundwater recharge.

The Chief Minister also high-
lighted Karnataka’s strength in 
IT, healthcare, science and edu-
cation, and said the State must 
create policies to retain and uti-
lise its large pool of skilled pro-
fessionals. He said Karnataka’s 
coastline could also be lever-
aged for tourism through a dedi-
cated coastal tourism policy.

Shivakumar said his govern-
ment would continue useful ini-
tiatives and development 
visions of former leaders, 
including H.D. Kumaraswamy, 
B.S. Yediyurappa and Basavaraj 
Bommai, while introducing 
new ideas.

He announced that the gov-
ernment was working on a new 
Praja Seve department aimed at 
taking government services 
closer to people who cannot 
travel to Vidhana Soudha.

Urging legislators to focus on 
constructive criticism and solu-
tions, Shivakumar said politi-
cal criticism would eventually 
fade but development works 
would remain. He called on 
both the ruling party and 
Opposition to prepare a long-
term blueprint for Karnataka’s 
development over the next 25 
years.

Bengaluru : Recognising 
the growing importance of 
mental health and the 
need to make mental well-
ness and counselling ser-
vices easily accessible to 
the public, Rotary 
Bannerghatta Road 
(RBBR) has launched the 
‘ S a m a d h a n 
M a n a c h a i t a n y a ’ 
Counselling Centre at the 
Government Urban 
Primary Health Centre in 
Gottigere on Bannerghatta 
Road. The initiative 
marks an important step 
towards bringing mental 
health services closer to 
the community through 
the government health-
care system. The centre 
will particularly benefit 
economically weaker and 
vulnerable sections of 
society in and around 
Gottigere by making men-
tal health counselling, 
guidance and support 
more accessible to them.

The key objective of the 
centre is to create greater 
awareness about mental 
health, provide appropri-
ate counselling and guid-
ance to individuals facing 
emotional and psychologi-
cal challenges, and 
encourage people to seek 
professional help without 
hesitation whenever 
required.Rotary Dstrict 
3191 District Governor 
Rtn. Anil Gupta, Health 
Officer Dr. A.S. 
Balasundar, Deputy 
Director of Mental Health 
Dr. Rajani Parthasarathy 
and Padma Shri awardee 
Dr. C.R. Chandrashekar 
were present as chief 
guests at the programme.

Speaking on the occa-
sion,  Dr. C.R. 
Chandrashekar said, 
“Mental health is as 
important as physical 
health. Mental health 
problems should not be 

ignored, and people expe-
riencing such issues 
should not be looked at 
with stigma. Early identi-
fication of problems, time-
ly counselling, proper 
care and emotional sup-
port are extremely impor-
tant.”

The dignitaries appreci-
ated Rotary Bannerghatta 
Road for making mental 
wellness services more 
accessible by introducing 
the facility at a govern-
ment health centre.

With the vision of “A 
Strong Mind through 
Peace, and a Healthy 
Society through a Strong 
Mind,” the initiative gives 
priority to mental health 
and community well-
being.

The initiative is being 
carried out under the 
leadership of Rotary 
District 3191 Mental 
Wellness Director Rtn. 
Raghu Allam, RBBR 
President Rtn. Suresh 
Prakash, RBBR Mental 
Wellness Director Rtn. 
Vandana Kulkarni and 
Immediate Past President 
Dr. Kanwal, with the sup-
port of Dr. R.N. 
Lakshmipathi, Medical 
Officer, Gottigere Urban 
Primary Health Centre.

The  ‘Samadhan 
Manachaitanya’ initiative 
aims not only to create 
awareness about mental 
health but also to strength-
en individuals and con-
tribute towards building a 
healthier society. Rotary 
Bannerghatta Road stated 
that it will further expand 
mental health awareness 
and counselling services 
in the coming days, ensur-
ing that economically 
weaker sections and every 
individual in need in and 
around Gottigere can 
receive timely and appro-
priate support.

New Initiative for Mental Health: 
‘Samadhan Manachaitanya’ 

Counselling Centre Launched

ITL Anchors its Next Global 
R&D Chapter in Greater Noida 

Inspired by CM Yogi Adityanath 
Progressive Vision 

Bengaluru : International 
Tractors Limited (ITL), 
India's No.1 tractor export 
brand and the owner of flag-
ship brand Sonalika 
Tractors, is all set to estab-
lish a new 25 acre Global 
Research & Development 
Centre in Greater Noida, 
Uttar Pradesh.  The devel-
opment follows a meeting 
between  Chief Minister of 
Uttar Pradesh, Yogi 
Adityanath with ITL's 
Management in Lucknow. 
The new proposed Global 
R&D Centre by ITL is envi-
sioned as a global advanced 

engineering hub for build-
ing future-ready technolo-
gies and farmer-centric 
innovation.

The new greenfield facili-
ty represents a natural pro-
gression of ITL’s three-
decade journey of trans-
forming agriculture 
through its 'Jeetne ka DUM'. 
The meeting centred on 
ITL’s vision for its next 
phase of agricultural inno-
vation and how the brand is 
aligned with Uttar 
Pradesh’s growing role as a 
destination for technology-
led industrial investment. 

Bengaluru, August 18: The 
protest by farmers opposing 
the Karnataka Government’s 
proposed Bidadi Township 
project intensified on 
Tuesday, with JD(S) leaders 
and thousands of farmers 
staging a demonstration at 
Freedom Park and announc-
ing a march towards 
Vidhana Soudha. 
Former Prime Minister H.D. 
Deve Gowda, Union Minister 
H.D. Kumaraswamy, JD(S) 
Youth Wing State President 
Nikhil Kumaraswamy and 
other senior leaders joined 
the protest, along with farm-
ers from Bidadi Hobli who 
fear losing their agricultural 
land to the proposed project. 
A large number of women 

farmers also participated.
Addressing the gathering, 
H.D. Kumaraswamy 
launched a sharp attack on 
Chief Minister D.K. 
Shivakumar, alleging that 
the Bidadi Township and 
NICE projects were being 
handled in the interests of 
private parties and involved 
land worth thousands of 
crores. 

Kumaraswamy challenged 
the Congress leadership to an 
open debate on the origin, 
implementation and present 
status of the two projects. He 
alleged that attempts were 
being made to gain control of 
the NICE project through pri-
vate or benami entities while 
farmers continued to face 
problems over land acquisi-
tion and compensation. 

HD Kumaraswamy intensifies attack 
over Bidadi land acquisition

D.K. Shivakumar praises Mankal 
Vaidya as a gentleman

 
Bengaluru, August 18: Chief Minister D.K. 
Shivakumar on Tuesday praised newly 
elected Deputy Speaker Mankal Vaidya, 
describing him as a “gentleman” who rose 
from a fisherman’s family through grass-
roots politics.Speaking in the Legislative 
Assembly following Vaidya’s unanimous 
and unopposed election as Deputy Speaker, 
Shivakumar said Vaidya had built his 
career through hard work and continued 
to remain connected to his roots.
Shivakumar recalled Vaidya’s political 
journey from being a Zilla Panchayat 
member in 2005 to becoming an indepen-
dent MLA in 2013 and winning again in 
2023 on a Congress ticket. He also praised 
Vaidya’s three-year tenure as Minister for 
Ports and Fisheries.

The Chief Minister said he had person-
ally persuaded Vaidya to accept the Deputy 
Speaker’s post, which was initially not his 
preference. He urged him not to view the 
position as a setback, pointing out that 

l l d h h d i d th
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Karnataka Deputy 
CM writes to PM 
Modi to reconsider 
Mining Law 
Amendment

B e n g a l u r u : 
Expressing strong 
opposition to the leg-
islative changes 
affecting state fiscal 
autonomy, the 
Deputy Chief 
Minister formally 
urged the withdraw-
al of the controver-
sial legislation.
Karnataka Deputy 
Chief Minister 
Parameshwar, in a 
letter to PM Modi 
and G Kishan Reddy, 
expressed strong 
opposition to the 
recent legislative 
changes affecting 
state fiscal autono-
my, urging the with-
drawal of the contro-
versial legislation.
The letter read, 
"Request for with-
drawal and reconsid-
eration of the Mines 
and Minerals 
(Development and 
R e g u l a t i o n ) 
Amendment Bill, 
2026 and initiation of 
comprehensive con-
sultations with State 
Governments."
Highlighting deep 
concerns over fiscal 
federalism and state 
powers, "I write to 
you on behalf of the 
Government of 
Karnataka to con-
vey our serious 
concern and strong 
objection to the 
Mines and Minerals 
(Development and 
R e g u l a t i o n ) 
Amendment Bill, 
2026.


